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This directive establishes U.S. national policy for restoration of 
the capability to launch satellites and missions into space to 
support U.S. national security, civil, and commercial goals using 
space. It is essential that U.S. space launch operations be 
reconstituted as efficiently as possible consistent with available 
funding and safety concerns; and that the reconstituted U.S. space 
launch assets provide a balanced, robust, flexible apace launch 
capability which can function independentlyx^^jailures in any 
single launch vehicle system^jlllow a rei jpKH?l^|sgularly 
scheduled launch operationsjpSet continuing .re quirements, help 
make up for lost launch OQ^Crtanities aim r anker t^rlobal space 
leadership. (U) jW 
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The U.S. national space 1 a^chgc apab i 1 i f| ygi l 1 be^ aaed on a 
balanced mix of launchers JlttSSiisting of^lk^pisce Transportation 
System (STS) and expendable launch vehicles (ELVs) . The elements 
of this mix will be defined to best support the mission needs of 
the national security, civil government and commercial sectors of 
U.S. space activities. Critical mission needs will be supported, 
whenever necessary, by both the STS and ELVs so as to provide 
added assurance that payloads can be launched regardless of 
specific launch vehicle availabilities. (U) 
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and other necessary lost equipment needed to sustain the existing 
three-orb iter fleet and will do so in an expeditious and cost- 
effective manner. Funding for procurement of a replacement fourth 
orbiter will begin in FY 1987 based on an OMB-approved program, 
NASA will establish sustainable STS flight rates to provide for 
planning and budgeting of Government space programs. The 
recommendations of the President's Commission on the Space 8huttle 
Challenger Accident will be cemsidered and in c orporated as 
appropriate. The ST8 will balphased out id inq launch 
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Implementation i JlRlslL shall no^9R|^^pffovide launch 
services for commercial” and foreign payloads unless those 
spacecraft have unique , specific reasons to be launched aboard the 
Shuttle. Those reasons are: the spacecraft must be man-tended or 

the spacecraft is important for national security or foreign 
policy purposes. Satellite manufacturers whose spacecraft do not 
meet those criteria will be provided as realistic an appraisal as 
possible by NASA of when they could be scheduled on the Shuttle 
launch manifest prior to the ^>95 comma reiiy^gjjvtr act mandatory 
termination date. (U) 






